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the situation of affairs, and the conduct which the King , ought to pursue. This she will hand to the Queen through Vicq d'Azyr, the Queen's physician. I tell her that she must cultivate the Queen and give her good advice, the direct contrary of what the King receives from the ruling party; that if they succeed she will then be provided for by means of her friends, but if if they fail, then the Queen will feel obligations which, having the power, she will of course repay. My friend feels some repugnance to this, which is only proper conduct for her. She tells me an affair in which the Marquis de Montesquiou behaves with indelicacy, and in which she sees the prospect of making some money. She is to give me the particulars for rny consideration. I leave her at half-past twelve and return home."
" Friday [January 29th], I go to M. de Montmorin's to eat the trout, which was so much ' mortifi^ ' that he refused to assist at this repast. In plain English, it was spoiled some days ago. Before dinner the question of the King's visit to the Assemble, was started, and I very imprudently give my opinion of that measure. Reflection tells me that whether proposed by Necker or by Lafayette, Montmorin has probably agreed to it. The Baron de Besenval'is released from his confinement this evening, about eight o'clock. From what Madame de Chastellux tells me as coming from Madame Necker, by the Due de Nivernois, I conclude that the proposed plan for the King originates in the Finance Department It is ridiculous. Go to the Louvre. M. de Montesquiou is there. We have some conversation on political topics, and after a while he goes away. Madame de Flahaut is exceedingly distressed. She tells me their conversation, from which she collected that unless he can borrow money to relieve his wants he must put an end to his existence. She is to suspend
